
 

Logan Municipal Council  Logan, Utah   April 1, 2008 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Logan Municipal Council convened for a site tour by 
bus on Tuesday, April 1, 2008 at 4:30  p.m., at the south entrance to Logan City Hall, 255 
North Main Street, Logan, Utah,  Chairman Tami W. Pyfer, conducting. 
 

Council members present:  Stephen C. Thompson, Tami W. Pyfer, Herm Olsen, 
Jay A. Monson.  Laraine Swenson was excused   Administration present:  Recorder Lois 
Price, Community Development Director Jay Nielson, Neighborhood Improvement 
Coordinator James Geier.  Mayor Randy Watts and City Attorney Kymber Housley were 
excused.  

 
Others present:  City planning staff members, local media representatives, 

Neighborhood Council representatives: Cecilia Benson (Wilson), Fred Duersch (Adams), 
Alan Hinckley (Woodruff), Jody Reese (Ellis), and citizens.  The bus accommodated 30 
passengers, and there were about 15 citizens who were not able to board.  

 
Chairman Pyfer explained that this bus tour was considered an extension of 

Council meeting and dialogue would be exchanged among the City Council and 
Neighborhood Council only.  She said comments or questions from the public would not 
be accepted at this time, but there would be a public meeting in the future at which 
concerns could be brought forward.  She said written questions and/or comments would 
be collected at the conclusion of the tour. 

 
James Geier said the purpose of the tour was to focus on parking, especially that 

occurring in city park strips (the publicly-owned area between the sidewalk and curb) in 
single family residential zones.  For the past year, the administration and council had 
been gearing up to reclaim public park strips.  Meetings had been held and letters sent out 
in utility bills notifying property owners that enforcement of the law would begin the first 
of May. 

 
Mr. Geier said properties with setback parking issues would also be pointed out 

on the tour. 
 
Mr. Geier led the tour that proceeded through the Wilson, Adams, Hillcrest, Ellis 

and Woodruff neighborhoods.  As the tour progressed, Mr. Geier pointed out one home 
on 200 South and 100 East where the established front yard setback was entirely paved in 
concrete for parking.  There were other properties where the park strips had been turned 
over to parking to accommodate tenants.  Along 300 East from 200-300 North, angle 
parking accommodated vehicles of the adjacent multiple dwelling units.  Housing units in 
the vicinity of the university (Adams neighborhood) especially utilized city park strips for 
vehicle parking.  Mr. Geier also pointed out blocks where sidewalk was missing, 
particularly in the Ellis neighborhood, and homes where there was storage of recreational 
vehicles in side yards. 

 



 

Mr. Geier explained these types of problems had been tolerated for years, and 
laws that were on the books had not been enforced.    He said addressing the issue was 
not an insurmountable task.  He said the problems were not “rampant across the city” and 
could be resolved with cooperation 

 
Chairman Pyfer concluded the tour and collected written comments.  The bus 

arrived at the City Hall parking lot at 5:25 p.m. 
 
Lois Price, City Recorder 
 
 
 
Logan Municipal Council  Logan, Utah                        April 1, 2008 
  

Minutes of the meeting of the Logan Municipal Council convened in regular 
session on Tuesday, April 1, 2008 at 5:35 p.m. in the Logan Municipal Council 
Chambers, 255 North Main, Logan, Utah, Chairman Tami W. Pyfer conducting. 

  
Council members present:  Tami W. Pyfer, Laraine Swenson (present 

electronically, by telephone), Herm Olsen, Stephen C. Thompson and Jay A. Monson.  
Administration present:  Mayor Randy Watts, City Attorney Kymber Housley and 
Recorder Lois Price.   

 
OPENING CEREMONY.   Councilmember Herm Olsen gave a thought and 

Fred Duersch of the Neighborhood Council offered a prayer.  Boy Scout Scott Austin 
Burgess  led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
 Chairman Pyfer welcomed those present.  There were about forty citizens in the 
audience at the beginning of the meeting.   
 
 Meeting Minutes.   Minutes of the Municipal Council meeting of March 18, 
2008 were approved with minor corrections. 
 
 Meeting Agenda. The agenda was approved as posted.  Chairman Pyfer 
announced public comment would be accepted later in the meeting on Community 
Development Block Grant projects.  Chairman Pfyer said a workshop would be held on 
right-of-way parking at the April 15 meeting. 
 
QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FOR MAYOR AND COUNCIL.  There were no 
comments from the audience. 
  

MAYOR/STAFF REPORTS.    

 

 EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH.  Mayor Watts and Police Chief Russ Roper 
honored police officer Tyson Aoki as March Employee of the Month.  He received a 
plaque and $75 check. 



 

 
 YOUTH CITY COUNCIL.  Kristina Roskelley and Elizabeth Nelson reported 
on Youth Council activities for March.  They attended a USU leadership conference and 
visited residents of Sunshine Terrace. 
  
COUNCIL BUSINESS.    Meeting Schedule.  Chairman Pyfer announced that regular 
Council meetings were held the first and third Tuesdays of the month in the Council 
Chambers at 255 North Main at 5:30 p.m. The next regular meeting is Tuesday, April 15, 
2008. 
 
 CACHE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE REPORT.  Sandy Emile, Executive 
Director of the Chamber of Commerce, presented a report of Chamber activities and 
explained the Chamber’s role.  Among other things, she said the Chamber supported 
existing and future business development and marketing of our area throughout the state.  
Also, the Chamber acted as a facilitator for the Cache Resource Center and a program to 
foster emerging businesses, the “Seed Cache Valley Program.”   Ms. Emile invited the 
Mayor and Council to attend a kick off for this program on April 8. 
 
 Ms. Emile requested city financial support of “partnered activities” in the coming 
year at the previous level.  She said the city’s annual support had dropped from $11,250 
in 2006 to $6,945 in 2007. 
 
 NEIGHBORHOOD OPINION POLL RESULTS.  Alan Hinckley, 
Neighborhood Council Chair, summarized the results of a recent neighborhood opinion 
poll, developed and initiated by the Neighborhood Council under the direction of the 
city’s Neighborhood Improvement Division.  The purpose of the poll was to 
communicate neighborhood needs and desires to the Council and City administration 
with the goal of improving neighborhoods. 
 
 Mr. Hinckley said 500 polls were collected by the due date; 25% were completed 
over the internet.  He emphasized that this was an opinion poll—not a survey.  He 
addressed the topics rated by respondents as adversely impacting neighborhoods: 
*Sidewalks and walkability 
*Lack of exterior property maintenance 
*Over-occupancy 
*Parking 
*Legally recognized units 
 
 Mr. Hinckley then outlined recommendations: 
*City departments, with community help where appropriate, address as many of the 
specific items in the comments as possible; 
*City to address street snow removal complaints and explore ways to improve sidewalk 
snow removal; 
*Repair existing sidewalks and develop a plan to install missing sidewalk; 
*Establish community standards for:  
 Dwelling, yard and park strip maintenance; 



 

 Parking; 
 Sidewalk snow removal 
 
*Establish rental licensing to address: 
 Occupancy 
 Parking 
 Housing maintenance 
 Safety 
 Screening tenants 
 Neighborhood safety. 
 
 Cecelia Benson, Wilson District Chair, introduced Jacob Hales from the Wilson 
neighborhood.  He talked about purchasing an older home on the Island in 2001 and 
renovating it to improve the neighborhood.  He said it would be nice if other property 
owners were encouraged to do the same.  Mr. Hales said his two major concerns were: 
Areas of missing sidewalk around the block where he lived and maintenance of rental 
property. 
 
 Chairman Pyfer thanked members of the Neighborhood Council for their work 
and concern for our community. 
 
 WATER LINE REPAIRS.  Public Works Director Mark Nielsen had been asked 
to comment on the effects of recent water line breaks on the budget.  He said other than 
two large leaks (700 East 700 North and 1400 North 600 East), water repairs this fiscal 
year at an average level.  He said $400,000 was budgeted for water line maintenance, and 
“We are near the end of our budget.”  He said there were resources within the enterprise 
funds from which revenue could be allocated if necessary. “We are actually projecting we 
will be better than budget by the end of the year,” Mr. Nielsen said.  He commented that 
the city averaged 200 leaks a year in its water system. 
 
 City Attorney Kymber Housley left for an appointment; Assistant City Attorney 
Lee Edwards took his place. 
 

 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) SECOND 

PUBLIC HEARING:  To receive input regarding those projects recommended for 

funding the CDBG 2008-09 Program Year; Consideration of a resolution adopting 

the CDBG one-year action plan  - 08-18. 

 

 Chairman Pyfer opened the meeting at 6:35 p.m. to a public hearing on the 
Community Development Block Grant projects recommended for funding for the 2008-
09 program year, which were: 
 

• Emergency shelter, and support chapter office – American Red Cross - $20,000 

• Domestic violence support services – Citizens Against Physical and Sexual Abuse - $10,000 

• Language education program – English Language Center - $10,000 

• Install  smoke & carbon monoxide detectors in LMI households – Fire Department - $1,000 

• Eye exams and glasses for needy students – Logan Schools Foundation - $3,000 



 

• Purchase a lot for rental housing construction – Neighborhood Non-profit Housing Corp./ 

Cache Valley Veterans Assoc. - $80,000 

• Construct an office building – Neighborhood Non-profit Housing Corp./Habitat for 

Humanity - $40,000 

• Business Development Fund – City of Logan Economic Development - $150,000 

• Purchase three four-units for transitional housing – Citizens Against Physical and Sexual 

Abuse - $90,000 

• Streetscape improvements to the Emporium Block – City of Logan Community Development - 

$50,000 

• New Vehicle for Meals-on-Wheels – Cache County Senior Citizen Center - $10,000 

• Repair parking lot, entryways, and accessibility upgrades – Whittier Community Center - 

$3,818 

 
 Councilmember Monson asked if it was usual for city projects to receive this 
much CDBG funding ($200,000 total).  Community Development Director Jay Nielson 
said it was not unusual.  He said the city was allocated approximately one-half of the total 
CDBG allocation last year.  He said Ogden City allocated all of its money to city 
projects. 
 
 Councilmember Pyfer observed that public services projects were not allocated 
the maximum of 15% this year.   
 
 Councilmember Monson was concerned about the public service organizations, 
especially those that received no funding, such as Bridgerland Literacy. 
 
 Councilmember Pyfer shared concerns about After School programs as well as  
Bridgerland Literacy.  She questioned the city receiving $150,000 for economic 
development. 
 
 Jay Nielson said the Council could amend the Five-Year Consolidated Plan to 
mandate 15% of funding for public service organizations.  (Currently the Consolidated 
Plan set the CDBG allocation for public service organizations at “up to 15%”.) 
 
 Councilmember Swenson was comfortable with both the CDBG process and the 
Steering Committee recommendations.  She liked involving citizens with no special 
interests on that committee.  She also expressed confidence in the person who had served 
as her representative on the Steering Committee. 
 
 Councilmember Olsen said his representative was uncomfortable about projects 
that did not receive funding but said the committee had “collectively determined that 
these were recommendations they would make.”  Olsen also had concerns about projects 
that did not receive funding. 
 
 Mayor Watts left the meeting at 6:50 p.m. for an appointment. 
 
 Councilmember Swenson said CDBG funding should be used for one-time 
projects, and organizations should not rely on it as an entitlement. 



 

 Chairman Pyfer said it might be time to review CDBG objectives.  Jay Nielson 
said the Council had the ability to do that.  He said the economic development funding 
would be used to incentivize new development in the downtown area.  One project he 
mentioned was a new downtown restaurant. 
 
 Chairman Pyfer asked how incentivizing a restaurant met CDBG objectives.  Mr. 
Nielson responded that the project could create low-moderate income jobs as well as 
include a housing component.  He said the city did not have a project in mind at this time, 
and the Council would be included in the approval process.  Mr. Nielson said Economic 
Development Director Kirk Jensen had written the application and would be the person to 
respond to specific questions. 
 
 Councilmember Monson said an important CDBG objective was to assist low-
moderate income individuals, yet no funding was recommended for the multi-cultural 
center.  “I’m glad I wasn’t on that committee,” he said. 
 
 Mr. Nielson responded that he could not answer for the Steering Committee since 
they “operated on their own.”  “I am giving you information provided to me,” he said. 
 
 Chairman Pyfer asked if there were any comments from the audience. 
 
 Kendell Andelin of the Whittier Community Center said their accessibility project 
received 10% of funding requested which they would “stretch as far as they could.”  He 
said much of their funding came from building rents.  He appreciated that CDBG funds 
were available for one-time projects. 
 
 Bonnie Hoth asked if there were specific guidelines for housing monies.  She said 
the state offered money for first-time homebuyers.  She said in proposing to add more 
eating establishments downtown (which she estimated could provide employment for 
about forty people), it seemed that “there is an across-the-board selection of eating places 
downtown already.”  She then referred to projects that were not funded and asked about 
grant options available to non-profit organizations. 
 
 Chairman Pyfer said most non-profit groups relied on grants and were aware of 
resources available. 
 
 Wallace Odd, National Alliance for Mental Illness, asked if there was any funding 
to assist the valley mental illness community.  
 
 Chairman Pyfer said it was too late in the application process for this year’s 
CDBG funds to provide assistance.  She suggested Neighborhood Nonprofit as a housing 
resource for the mentally ill. 
 
 Councilmember Olsen said the problem raised by Mr. Odd was “real and 
significant.”  “It is unfortunate he wasn’t aware of the deadline for application,” he said. 
 



 

 Shanna Longhurst, Logan School Foundation, expressed appreciation for the 
partial funding of the request for children’s eyeglasses, a program that had been funded in 
the past from private donations.  She said without the CDBG funding the program would 
not exist. 
 
 Vee Hale, CDBG Steering Committee, said the meetings were very difficult.  
“We discussed, then studied, then came back together and made decisions. . . This is the 
fifth year of the Five-Year Plan, so part of it was catch-up to fulfill HUD expectations of 
what had not gone on before. . . These organizations have a certain amount of time, and if 
the funds are not spent, they are returned to possibly provide money for another project.” 
 
 Chairman Pyfer was “adamant” that at least one – if not two – councilmembers 
serve on next year’s Steering Committee.  She said having Council representation this 
year would have helped with perspective and continuity.  She said she had been left off 
the committee inadvertently. 
 
 Jay Nielson said the current Steering Committee would like to continue next year.  
He said that Chairman Pyfer was not part of the committee was his oversight. 
 
 Chairman Pyfer closed the public hearing at 7:10 p.m. 
 
 The Council continued action on Res. 08-18, Adoption of the 2008-09 One-Year 
Action Plan, to the April 15, 2008 meeting.  Chairman Pyfer invited citizens to contact 
the Council with comments and suggestions about recommended project funding.  
 

ACTION ITEM: 

 

Department of Water Quality (DEQ) Municipal Wastewater Report:  Consideration 

of a resolution accepting the 2007 Municipal Wastewater Planning Program Report 

and actions in regards to maintaining effluent requirements – 08-19 

 

 Public Works Director Mark Nielsen explained action was required on this annual 
self-assessment report so that it could be sent to the State.  He said the report helped in 
planning for the use of state funds for municipal wastewater projects. 
 
 ACTION.  Motion by Councilmember Thompson, seconded by Councilmember 
Monson to approve Res. 08-19, Department of Water Quality Municipal Wastewater 
Report,” as presented.   Motion carried unanimously. 
 

WORKSHOP ITEMS: 

 

Budget Adjustments F/Y 2007-08 appropriating: $14,182 for the CCEMS EMS 

Grant; $55,000 for higher than expected commercial connection fees; $4,613 for 

insurance rebate; $6,311 for the bullet proof vest grant; $62,651 for Business 

Improvement District (BID) #2; $138,461 for the Northwest Park Grant; $18,461 for 

the City’s match on the Northwest Park Grant – 08-20 



 

 
 Finance Director Richard Anderson reviewed proposed adjustments to the budget.  
He explained two adjustments were termed “new money,” and those appropriations could 
be made at the Council’s discretion: (1) $55,000 in revenue from electric connection fees 
to purchase and replace commercial meters; (2) $62,652 to pay off the city’s portion of 
Business Improvement District #2.   Mr. Anderson said Fund Reserves would not be used 
for any portion of this expense, rather the appropriation would come from Electric Utility 
Fund Franchise Tax.   This change would be made to the resolution. 
 
 Councilmember Swenson was concerned about funding new commercial electric 
meters.  She asked why this project could not be held off until next budget year.  Mr. 
Anderson said he would have Chris Niemann of the Light & Power Department contact 
her. 
 
 Public hearing on the budget resolution was set for April 15, 2008. 
 

UDOT Corridor Agreement for SR252 (1000 West). 

 
 Public Works Director Mark Nielsen explained UDOT requested that the city 
enter into a Corridor Agreement on 1000 West from approximately 1600 South to 2500 
North.   The purpose of the agreement was to identify and stipulate the locations of 
existing and future traffic signals and major access points along  this portion of SR252. 
 
 Councilmember Swenson was concerned that seven future traffic signals were 
proposed along this portion of 1000 West.  She said if the Council agreed to these signals 
“that is what we’ll get.”  She said there were other options that could preserve this road as 
a bypass, such as a vehicle overpass. 
 
 Councilmember Monson said he agreed with the traffic signal plan because of the 
development that had been permitted along 1000 West.  He said 1000 West was 
obviously not a bypass, and  “UDOT needs to see that they need to fund a bypass road.” 
 
 Councilmember Olsen said the city had “surrendered the concept of the bypass 
with approval of adjacent housing and the school. . . . For years we said 1000 West is a 
bypass, but this plan says it is not.” 
 
 Councilmember Swenson said UDOT needed to agree what the bypass was.  She 
hated to give up on 1000 West as a “bypass” without an alternative in place. 
 
 Councilmember Thompson said a past Council had chosen not to designate 1000 
West as a truck route due to public pressure.  He said a true 1000 West bypass would be 
very expensive. 
 
 Councilmember Swenson said she felt 1000 West was a bypass unless there was 
another alternative.  She said there should be a plan and rights-of-way preserved for 
another bypass--funding could come later. 



 

 Chairman Pyfer said the major concern of the 1000 West neighborhood residents 
was safety which the signalization plan addressed, and the city had already traded this 
road to UDOT.   
 
 Laraine said she would like UDOT to construct vehicle overpasses.  “If we make 
this agreement now, we have no opportunity to go back.  We do have an opportunity to 
be heard on signalization.  I think we are giving in to just put stop lights everywhere,” she 
said. 
 
 Councilmember Thompson said the proposal would be an alternative route that 
could move traffic more efficiently across the city. 
 
 Councilmember Monson asked about talking with UDOT about preserving land 
for a bypass road located further to the west. 
 
 Mark Nielsen said UDOT would tell the city that any western bypass would be a 
county-city road.  He said he would ask UDOT about the possibility of 1000 West 
vehicle overpasses. 
 
 A resolution authorizing execution of the UDOT corridor agreement by the 
Mayor would be considered as part of the April 15, 2008 agenda. 

 

City’s Articles of Incorporation – Daniel C. Russell Annexation – 08-21 

 

 The City is required by state law to amend its Articles of Incorporation, a legal 
description of the city’s boundaries, following each annexation.  The resolution before 
the Council reflected the boundary change due to the Daniel C. Russell property 
annexation. 
 
 The resolution will be on the April 15, 2008 agenda as an action item. 

 

 OTHER CONSIDERATIONS.   
 
 Annexations.  Councilmember Olsen reported he had spoken with Logan School 
District officials regarding annexations and property taxes.  He said the school district 
was dealing with the issue on a parcel-by-parcel basis.  Olsen said he would not draft a 
letter to the State Legislature on this issue pending a report from the school district as to 
appropriate timing. 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Council, meeting adjourned at 
7:40 p.m.  
 
Lois Price, City Recorder 


